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crowd and to go out, these cruelties might have had
some delay. But God permitted that on the seventh
round of the cabin his strength should fail him. After
he had reposed a short time upon the embers, they
tried to make him arise as usual, but he did not stir;
and one of these butchers having applied a brand to
his loins, he was seized with a fainting fit, and would
never have risen again if the young men had been
permitted to have their way, for they had already
begun to stir up the fire about him, as if to burn him.
But the Captains prevented them from going any
farther, and ordered them to cease tormenting him,
saying it was important that he should see the day-
light. They had him lifted upon a [43] mat, most
of the fires were extinguished, and many of the peo-
ple went away. Now there was a little respite for
our sufferer, and some consolation for us. How we
wished that this swoon might last all night! — for to
moderate these excesses of cruelty in any other way
would have been impossible to us. While he was in
this condition, their only thought was to make him
return to his senses, giving him many drinks com-
posed of pure water only. At the end of an hour he
began to revive a little, and to open his eyes; he was
forthwith commanded to sing. He did this at first in
a broken and, as it were, dying voice; but finally he
sang so loud that he could be heard outside the cab-
in. The youth assemble again; they talk to him,
they make him sit up,—in a word, they begin to act
worse than before. For me to describe in detail all
he endured during the rest of the night, would be
almost impossible; we suffered enough in forcing
ourselves to see a part of it. Of the rest we judged
from their talk; and the smoke issuing from his



